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Federal Deficit 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
November 29, 1986 





My fellow Americans: 

When Nancy and I celebrate Thanksgiv- 
ing weekend each year in California’s Santa 
Ynez Mountains, we find it a wonderful op- 
portunity to be together with family and 
friends and, like so many Americans, a 
chance to reflect on all the Lord’s blessings 
to our country. 

We've been particularly conscious this 
year of one blessing that has made this holi- 
day season a happy one for countless more 
Americans, Americans who in years past 
were trapped in want and poverty. Only 4 
years ago, as our economic policies were 
just taking effect, we began what became 
the second-longest peacetime expansion 
since World War II. This year the stock 
market has hit all-time highs, while inflation 
continues near all-time lows. Only this week 
new figures show inflation running at less 
than 1 percent in 1986, the trade deficit 
continues its substantial decline, and, above 
all, today more Americans are working than 
ever before. 

So, contrary to those many predictions 
over the last 4 years—some of them still 
being heard as late as last August—there is 
no recession. Our expansion is not only with 
us but continues gaining momentum, and, 
of course, that means more jobs for more 
Americans. It’s this last development we 
should be especially grateful for. In the past 
4 years we’ve created more than 12 million 
payroll jobs, and that means 2.2 millior: 
people have lifted themselves out of pover- 
ty since 1983. 

As perhaps you know, it’s budget prepa- 
ration time in Washington. And recently, in 
reviewing these statistics, I reflected back 
on some of the solutions suggested a few 
years ago to our economic problems—they 
have been the worst since the Great De- 
pression. I can especially remember one 


make-work jobs program that Congress 
came up with, a $5.4 billion extravaganza 
that would have helped a relatively tiny 
number of people. Because it was just this 
sort of marketplace intrusion and govern- 
ment boondoggle that had put our economy 
in trouble in the first place, I decided that, 
Thanksgiving or not, this was one turkey we 
didn’t need. And to resounding criticism 
from Congress and the media, I put a stop 
to it. 

Well, instead, we continued with an eco- 
nomic policy that lowered tax rates, cut 
spending, and abolished unnecessary regula- 
tions—and what a jobs program that turned 
out to be. We’ve averaged over 250,000 
people finding jobs each and every month. 
And last month alone, close to 300,000 
Americans went to work. So, I think there’s 
a lesson never to be forgotten here: It’s 
people, not government, who create 
wealth, provide growth, and ensure pros- 
perity. That may sound elementary enough, 
but the history or our economic difficulties, 
especially the terribly big deficits we run 
each year, stem directly from our failure to 
remember that government consumes 
wealth, it doesn’t create it. 

You see, it’s a kind of legacy from a 
period when I was back in college studying 
economics. Following the theories of a 
noted English economist of the period, John 
Maynard Keynes, economists and politicians 
used to say that when bad times occur the 
only way to restore prosperity is to spend 
our way out of it with massive new govern- 
ment programs paid for by borrowing. “We 
owe it to ourselves!” they used to chant. But 
everybody knows you can’t spend yourself 
rich any more than you can drink yourself 
sober. And you can’t prime the pump with- 
out pumping the prime. And that’s why the 
automatic recourse to government spending | 
sent interest rates and inflation skyrocket- 
ing, slowed the economy, caused unemploy- 
ment, and gave us what they call today a 
structural deficit—that’s a deficit that goes 
up automatically each year because of a 
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vast array of Federal programs that Con- 
gress refuses to reduce and, under the law, 
the President can’t cut back by himself. 

Since our first day in office, we’ve been 
going after this structural deficit by, first, 
asking for major spending cuts and, second, 
asking for reforms like the line-item veto 
and balanced budget amendment that 
would, well, unstructure the structured def- 
icit. So, while we’ve been occupied with the 
Iranian issue over the past 2 weeks, let’s not 
forget that there are many other issues that 
concern us. And this deficit problem re- 
mains a major priority. In order to pursue 
this issue and all the others like it on our 
domestic and foreign agenda, we must be 
certain to maintain peace in the world and 
keep our defenses strong while, of course, 
sparking our domestic economy to even 
greater growth. 

As Jefferson once said, his one fear about 
our Constitution was that it permitted gov- 
ernment to borrow. Well, government has 
borrowed too much and spent too much. 
So, believe me, I'll be back in Washington 
next week, determined to work with the 
Congress to get deficit spending under con- 
trol and keep America growing with record 
numbers of jobs for American people. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, God 
bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. from 
Rancho del Cielo, his ranch near Santa Bar- 
bara, CA. 


President’s Special Review Board for 
the National Security Council 





Remarks at a Meeting With Board 
Members. December 1, 1986 





The President. Well, Senator Tower, Sec- 
retary Muskie, General Scowcroft, I’m 
grateful to all of you for agreeing to serve 
on this Board. I know it’ll take a lot of your 
time, but your experience and expertise in 
this inquiry are extremely important in 
evaluating the National Security Council’s 
staff operations and providing recommenda- 
tions on how it should operate. 
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The purpose of your undertaking is to 
review past implementation of administra- 
tion policies and to conduct a comprehen- 
sive study of the future role and procedures 
of the National Security Council’s staff in 
foreign and national security policy. I would 
like you to focus on that staff and, one, 
develop policy; two, coordinate with other 
agencies; and, three, implement the Presi- 
dent’s policies; and, four, oversee the imple- 
mentation of these policies by others. I 
hope that you would take particular care to 
look into the question of whether and 
under what circumstances the National Se- 
curity Council staff was and should be di- 
rectly involved in the operational aspects of 
sensitive diplomatic, military, or intelli- 
gence missions, such as the Achille Lauro, 
the TWA hijacking, and Grenada and Iran. 

In addition, I have directed the National 
Security Council staff not to participate in 
the actual operations associated with such 
activities pending the outcome of the 
report by the Special Review Board. You'll 
have the full cooperation of all agencies of 
the executive branch and the White House 
staff in carrying out your assignment. And I 
want to assure you and the American 
people that I want all the facts to come out 
about learning of a possible transfer of 
funds from the sale of arms to Iran to those 
fighting the Sandinista government. We 
acted to learn the facts, and we’ll continue 
to share the actions we take and the infor- 
mation we obtain with the American 
people and the Congress. 

The appointment of this Board and the 
stature of its membership are a demonstra- 
tion of a commitment to learn how this 
happened and how it can be prevented in 
the future. The Department of Justice in- 
vestigation is continuing with my full sup- 
port and cooperation. And if they deter- 
mine an independent counsel is called for, I 
would welcome that appointment. 

If we’re to maintain confidence in our 
government’s foreign policy apparatus, 
there must be a full and complete airing of 
all the facts. And I am determined to get all 
the facts out and take whatever action is 
necessary. The work of this Board and the 
Department of Justice investigation will do 
just that. Just as soon as your findings and 
recommendations are complete, they will 




















Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 / Dec. 1 


be shared with the American people and 
the Congress. So, with that, I say, go to it. 

Reporter. Mr. President, when the Attor- 
ney General said you were not fully in- 
formed and you said you were not fully 
informed, did that mean that you never 
knew anything about Contra funding with 
Iran sales money? 

The President. Helen [Helen Thomas, 
United Press International], I’ve answered 
that question. I’m not going to take—we 
have a meeting now to go into, but I an- 
swered that question a couple of times. 

Q. Well, does that mean that you had no 
knowledge at all? 

The President. That’s what I said. 

Q. Mr. President, are you willing to call 
Congress back in for a special session? 

The President. That is under discussion, 
and there’s been no decisions yet. But we 
want to work with the Congress. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 


American National Red Cross 





Appointment of Julius W. Becton, Jr., as a 
Member of the Board of Governors. 
December 1, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Julius W. Becton, Jr., Direc- 
tor of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, to be a Governor of the Board of 
Governors of the American National Red 
Cross for a term of 3 years. He would suc- 
ceed Samuel W. Speck, Jr. 


Since 1985 Mr. Becton has been Director 
of the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. Previously he was Director, Office 
of Foreign Disaster Assistance at AID, 
1984-1985. He graduated from Prairie 
View A&M (B.S., 1960) and the University 
of Maryland (M.S., 1967). 

Mr. Becton is married, has five children, 
and resides in Springfield, VA. He was born 
June 29, 1926, in Bryn Mawr, PA. 


National Commission for Employment 
Policy 





Appointment of A. Wayne Roberts as a 
Member. December 1, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint A. Wayne Roberts to be a 
member of the National Commission for 
Employment Policy for the remainder of 
the term expiring September 30, 1988. He 
would succeed Paul A. Russo. 


Since May of this year Mr. Roberts has 
been executive vice president, Lake Cham- 
plain Regional Chamber of Commerce, in 
Burlington, VT. Previously he was Deputy 
Under Secretary, U.S. Department of Edu- 
cation, 1983-1986. He graduated from 
Babson College (B.S., 1964) and the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts (M.B.A., 1967). 


Mr. Roberts has three children and re- 
sides in South Burlington, VT. He was born 
February 25, 1944, in Boston, MA. 


President’s Special Review Board 





Executive Order 12575. December 1, 1986 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
establish, in accordance with the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App. I), a Special Review Board to 
review activities of the National Security 
Council, it is hereby ordered es follows: 


Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es- 
tablished the President’s Special Review 
Board on the future role of the National 
Security Council staff. The Board shall con- 
sist of three members appointed by the 
President from among persons with exten- 
sive experience in foreign policy and na- 
tional security affairs. 

(b) The President shall designate a Chair- 
man from among the members of the 
Board. 


Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Board shall con- 
duct a comprehensive study of the future 
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role and procedures of the National Securi- 
ty Council (NSC) staff in the development, 
coordination, oversight, and conduct of for- 
eign and national security policy; review 
the NSC staffs proper role in operational 
activities, especially extremely sensitive dip- 
lomatic, military, and intelligence missions; 
and provide recommendations to the Presi- 
dent based upon its analysis of the manner 
in which foreign and national security poli- 
cies established by the President have been 
implemented by the NSC staff. 


(b) The Board shall submit its findings 
and recommendations to the President 
within 60 days of the date of this Order. 


Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of 
Executive departments, agencies, and inde- 
pendent instrumentalities, to the extent 
permitted by law, shall provide the Board, 
upon request, with such information as it 
may require for purposes of carrying out its 
functions. 

(b) Members of the Board shall receive 
compensation for their work on the Board 
at the daily rate specified for GS-18 of the 
General Schedule. While engaged in the 
work of the Board, members appointed 
from among private citizens of the United 
States may be allowed travel expenses, in- 
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, as 
authorized by law for persons serving inter- 
mittently in the government service (5 
U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(c) To the extent permitted by law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations, 
the Office of Administration, Executive 
Office of the President, shall provide the 
Board with such administrative services, 
funds, facilities, staff, and other support 
services as may be necessary for the per- 
formance of its functions. 

Sec. 4. General Provision. The Board shall 
terminate 30 days after submitting its 
report to the President. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
December 1, 1986. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:32 a.m., December 2, 1986) 
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Soviet Union-United States Nuclear and 
Space Arms Negotiations 





Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary to 
the President for Foreign Affairs. 
December 2, 1986 





Today, in Geneva, senior U.S. and Soviet 
negotiators in the nuclear and space talks 
began a special series of informal meetings 
designed to move the negotiations forward 
before the next round begins in January. 
The United States intends to make use of 
these sessions, which will continue through 
December 6, to try to build upon the 
progress made in the just completed sixth 
round of negotiations. 

In the sixth round both the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union made new proposals which re- 
flect the results achieved in Reykjavik by 
President Reagan and General Secretary 
Gorbachev in narrowing substantially the 
differences between our two countries on 
nuclear arms control issues. At Reykjavik, 
the U.S. succeeded in obtaining Soviet 
agreement in several major areas, includ- 
ing: 

—the concept of 50-percent reductions in 
U.S. and Soviet strategic offensive arms 
over the next 5 years, to be implemented 
by reductions to 1,600 strategic nuclear de- 
livery vehicles and 6,000 warheads on those 
delivery vehicles; 

—the need for significant cuts in Soviet 
heavy ICBM’s; 

—a global limit of 100 warheads on 
longer range INF missiles, with no such 
missiles in Europe; and 

—the need for effective verification of 
agreements implementing such reductions. 

In addition, in response to the Soviet 
demand that we provide a 10-year commit- 
ment not to withdraw from the ABM 
treaty, the United States proposed to accept 
such a commitment for the 10-year period 
through 1996, during which research, de- 
velopment, and testing, which is permitted 
by the ABM treaty, would continue, cou- 
pled with: 

—a 50-percent reduction in strategic of- 
fensive forces of the United States and 
Soviet Union during the first 5 years; 











Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 / Dec. 2 


—elimination of all U.S. and Soviet offen- 
sive ballistic missiles of whatever range or 
armament during the second 5 years; and 

—agreement that either side could 
deploy advanced strategic defenses after 
the 10-year period, unless both agreed not 
to do so. 

Following the Reykjavik meeting, the 
U.S. moved promptly to table in Geneva 
concrete, new reductions proposals reflect- 
ing these areas of agreement, as well as 
other details necessary to achieve our long- 
standing goal of deep, equitable, and verifi- 
able nuclear arms reductions. We also 
tabled in Geneva the new U.S. proposal in 
the defense and space area, which had been 
presented to the Soviets in Reykjavik. 

On November 7 the Soviet Union, for its 
part, made new proposals in Geneva that 
partially reflect the achievements reached 
at Reykjavik. It is our intention now to 
build upon this new progress in Geneva by 
seeking a clear understanding with the 
Soviet Union concerning where we now 
have common ground on NST negotiating 
issues and where we continue to differ, as 
well as by ascertaining how the two sides 
might be able to broaden these areas of 
common ground. 

The President hopes that the Soviets now 
share our commitment to achieving real 
arms reductions, while ensuring a stable 
military balance. If they do, these informal 
discussions will be able to set the stage for 
concrete, new results when the seventh 
NST round begins in Geneva on January 15. 


Note: Daniel Howard, Deputy Press Secre- 
tary to the President for Foreign agains, 
read the statement to reporters assembled in 
the Briefing Room at the White House 
during the daily press briefing, which 
began at 9:29 a.m. 


Independent Counsel To Investigate the 
Arms Sales to Iran 





Address to the Nation. December 2, 1986 





Good afternoon. Since the outset of the 
controversy over our policy relating to Iran, 


I've done everything in my power to make 
all the facts concerning this matter 

to the American people. I can appreciate 
why some of these things are difficult to 
comprehend, and you're entitled to have 
your questions answered. And that’s why 
I've pledged to get to the bottom of this 
matter. 

And I have said earlier that I would wel- 
come the appointment of an independent 
counsel to look into allegations of illegality 
in the sale of arms to Iran and the use of 
funds from these sales to assist the forces 
opposing the Sandinista Government in 
Nicaragua. 

This morning, Attorney General Meese 
advised me of his decision that his investiga- 
tion has turned up reasonable grounds to 
believe that further investigation by an in- 
dependent counsel would be appropriate. 
Accordingly, consistent with his responsibil- 
ities under the Independent Counsel Act, I 
immediately urged him to apply to the 
court here in Washington for the appoint- 
ment of an independent counsel. 


Yesterday I had my first meeting with the 
Special Review Board. That Review Board 
is made up of three men of unquestioned 
integrity and broad experience in foreign 
and national security policy. In the meeting 
with the Board, they promised me a tough, 
no-nonsense investigation; and I promised 
them the full cooperation of the White 
House staff and all Agencies of the execu- 
tive branch. 


No area of the NSC staff's activities will 
be immune from review. And when the 
Board reports to me, I intend to make their 
conclusions and recommendations available 
to Congress and to the American people. 
With the appointment of an independent 
counsel, we will have in place a dual system 
for assuring a thorough review of all aspects 
of this matter. 


If illegal acts were undertaken, those who 
did so will be brought to justice. If actions 
in implementing my policy were taken 
without my authorization, knowledge, or 
concurrence, this will be exposed and ap- 
propriate corrective steps will be imple- 
mented. 

I recognize fully the interest of Congress 
in this matter and the fact that in perform- 
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ing its important oversight and legislative 
role Congress will want to inquire into what 
occurred. We will cooperate fully with 
these inquiries. I have already taken the 
unprecedented step of permitting two of 
my former national security advisers to tes- 
tify before a committee of Congress. 


These congressional inquiries should con- 
tinue. But I do believe Congress can carry 
out its duties in getting the facts without 
disrupting the orderly conduct of a vital 
part of this nation’s government. According- 
ly, I am urging the Congress to consider 
some mechanism that will consolidate its in- 
quiries—such a step has already been re- 
quested by several Members of Congress. I 
support the idea. 


In closing, I want to state again that it is 
my policy to oppose terrorism throughout 
the world, to punish those who support it, 
and to make common cause with those who 
seek to suppress it. This has been my policy 
and will continue to be my policy. 


If the investigative processes now set in 
motion are given an opportunity to work, 
all the facts concerning Iran and the trans- 
fer of funds to assist the anti-Sandinista 
forces will shortly be made public. Then the 
American people—you—will be the final ar- 
biters of this controversy. You will have all 
the facts and will be able to judge for your- 
selves. 


I am pleased to announce today that I am 
appointing Frank Carlucci as Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs. 
A former Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
Deputy Director of the CIA, and Ambassa- 
dor to Portugal, Mr. Carlucci has the depth 
of experience in foreign affairs, defense, 
and intelligence matters that uniquely qual- 
ify him to serve as my national security ad- 
viser. The American people will be well 
served by his tenure. 


Thank you, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at noon from the 
Oval Office at the White House. His ad- 
dress was broadcast live on nationwide 
radio and television. 
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White House Office 





Appointment of Frank C. Carlucci as 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs. December 2, 1986 





The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Frank C. Carlucci as the As- 
sistant to the President for National Securi- 
ty Affairs. He will succeed John M. Poin- 
dexter. 


Since October of 1984, Mr. Carlucci has 
been chairman and chief executive officer 
of Sears World Trade, Inc., in Washington, 
DC, where he was president and chief op- 
erating officer, 1983-1984. On August 6 of 
this year, the President nominated him to 
be a member of the General Advisory Com- 
mittee of the United States Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency and designated 
him to be Chairman at that time. Previous- 
ly, he was Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
1981-1982; Deputy Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, 1978-1981; U.S. Am- 
bassador to Portugal, 1974-1978; Under 
Secretary of the Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, 1972-1974. He was 
with the Office of Management and 
Budget, where he served as Associate Di- 
rector and Deputy Director, 1971-1972; 
and Director of the Office of Economic Op- 
portunity, 1969-1970. Mr. Carlucci became 
a career Foreign Service officer in 1956, 
where he held positions in South Africa, the 
Congo, Zanzibar, and Brazil until 1969. 


He graduated from Princeton University 
(A.B., 1952) and did postgraduate studies at 
the Harvard School of Business. Mr. Car- 
lucci is married, has three children, and re- 
sides in McLean, VA. He was born October 
18, 1930, in Scranton, PA. 


Victims of Terrorism Compensation 





Executive Order 12576. December 2, 1986 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and statutes of the 
United States of America, including Title 
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VIII of the Omnibus Diplomatic Security 
and Antiterrorism Act of 1986 (Public Law 
99-399) (“the Act”), and in order to provide 
for the implementation of that Title with 
respect to individuals who have been held 
hostage in Iran and other former hostages, 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The functions vested in the 
President by Section 803 of the Act (5 
U.S.C. 5569) are delegated to the Secretary 
of State for the purpose of paying compen- 
sation to individuals who were held in cap- 
tive status commencing on or before Janu- 
ary 21, 1981. 

Sec. 2. The functions vested in the Presi- 
dent by Section 806 of the Act (37 U.S.C. 
559) are delegated to the Secretary of De- 
fense for the purpose of paying compensa- 
tion to individuals who were held in captive 
status commencing on or before January 21, 
1981. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of Defense shall consult with each 
other and with the heads of other appropri- 
ate Executive departments and agencies in 
carrying out these functions. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
December 2; 1986. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:11 a.m., December 3, 1986] 


National Aplastic Anemia Awareness 
Week, 1986 





Proclamation 5580. December 2, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

Aplastic anemia is a potentially fatal dis- 
ease that results from the bone marrow 
ceasing to produce formal elements of the 
blood—the red blood cells, the white blood 
cells, and the platelets. The disease is re- 
sponsible for the deaths of 2,000 Americans 
each year. One-half of the cases of aplastic 
anemia result from unknown causes. The 
other half are the result of certain drugs 


such as anti-inflammatory drugs or anticon- 
vulsant drugs, or chemicals such as benzene 
or arsenic, or radiation. Aplastic anemia also 
is a complication of certain anticancer 
drugs. 

Until recently, the onset of aplastic 
anemia led inexorably to death. Now, how- 
ever, more and more patients survive the 
disease. New drug treatments and bone 
marrow transplantation in certain cases 
have led to this improving picture. 

The hope for the future is research. The 
Federal government supports a national 
program of research into the causes, pre- 
vention, and treatment of aplastic anemia 
under the auspices of the National Heart, 
Lung, and Blood Institute. The scientists in 
that Institute and in other research labora- 
tories across the country are working to 
bring to light the hidden secrets of this dis- 
ease. 

In order to focus public attention on and 
increase awareness of aplastic anemia and 
other bone marrow diseases, the Congress, 
by Public Law 99-454, has designated the 
week of December 1 through December 7, 
1986, as “National Aplastic Anemia Aware- 
ness Week” and authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of December 1 
through December 7, 1986, as National 
Aplastic Anemia Awareness Week. I invite 
all Americans to join in appropriate activi- 
ties to assure a better understanding of this 
rare but serious disease. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:29 p.m., December 3, 1986] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on December 3. 
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National Epidermolysis Bullosa 
Awareness Week, 1986 





Proclamation 5581. December 2, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Epidermolysis bullosa is a group of hered- 
itary, blistering disorders that involves the 
skin and mucous membranes, especially 
mucous membranes of the mouth, eye, and 
gastrointestinal tract. Symptoms of the dis- 
ease can resemble severe burns and can be 
very painful and debilitating. The disease 
can lead to scarring, malnutrition, anemia, 
and even premature death. 


As many as 50,000 Americans, most of 
them children, are affected by epidermoly- 
sis bullosa. The disease not only disables 
people physically and emotionally, it also 
places a severe financial burden on their 
families. 


Basic research is just beginning to reveal 
the underlying causes of epidermolysis bul- 
losa. Recent developments in biology, bio- 
chemistry, pathology, immunology, and ge- 
netics are all being employed to study the 
disease. The main objectives are to under- 
stand the basic mechanisms that lead to this 
distressing disorder and to develop thera- 
pies directed at correcting these effects. 


The Federal government and private vol- 
unteer organizations have developed a 
strong and enduring partnership committed 
to research on epidermolysis bullosa. I am 
confident that this concerted effort will ulti- 
mately uncover the cause and cure for this 
devastating disease. 


The Congress, by Public Law 99-459, has 
designated the week beginning December 
1 through December 7, 1986, as “National 
Epidermolysis Bullosa Awareness Week” 
and authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning De- 
cember 1 through December 7, 1986, as 
National Epidermolysis Bullosa Awareness 
Week. I call upon all Americans to partici- 
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pate in activities designed to heighten 
awareness of the plight of epidermolysis 
bullosa sufferers. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:30 p.m., December 3, 1986] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on December 3. 


National Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day, 1986 





Proclamation 5582. December 2, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In the annals of American history, only a 
few events are so well-known and so deeply 
rooted in national remembrance that the 
mere mention of their date suffices to de- 
scribe them. Of these occurrences, none 
could have had more significance for our 
Nation than December 7, 1941. 


On that Sunday morning, 45 years ago, 
the Imperial Japanese Navy launched an 
unprovoked, surprise attack upon units of 
the Armed Forces of the United States sta- 
tioned at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. This attack 
claimed the lives of 2,403 Americans, 
wounded 1,178 more, and damaged our 
naval capabilities in the Pacific. Such de- 
struction seared the memory of a genera- 
tion and galvanized the will of the Ameri- 
can people in a fight to maintain our right 
to freedom without fear. 

Every honor is appropriate for the coura- 
geous Americans who made the supreme 
sacrifice for our Nation at Pearl Harbor and 
in the many battles that followed in World 
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War Il. Their sacrifice was for a cause, not 
for conquest; for a world that would be safe 
for future generations. Their devotion must 
never be forgotten. 


We honor our dead by solemn ceremony. 
We do so as well by protecting the Nation 
and the freedom they protected and by 
forging the resolve, the strength, and the 
military preparedness necessary to deter 
attack and to preserve and build the peace. 
As President Franklin Roosevelt told our 
Nation the day after Pearl Harbor was at- 
tacked, “It is our obligation to our dead—it 
is our sacred obligation to their children 
and our children—that we must never 
forget what we have learned.” 


We have not forgotten, nor will we. We 
live in a world made more free, more just, 
and more peaceful by those who will 
answer roll call no more, those who will 
report for muster never again. We do re- 
member Pearl Harbor. 


The Congress, by Public Law 99-534, has 
designated December 7, 1986, as “National 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day” and au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a_ proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 7, 1986, as Na- 
tional Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, 
and I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this solemn occasion with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities and 
to pledge eternal vigilance and strong re- 
solve to defend this Nation and its allies 
from all future aggression. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:31 p.m., December 3, 1986) 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on December 3. 


National SEEK and College Discovery 
Day, 1986 





Proclamation 5583. December 2, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Every American should have the oppor- 
tunity to pursue an education beyond the 
high school level. Colleges and universities 
enhance the mental and moral develop- 
ment of their graduates. The future of our 
country depends on equal access to educa- 
tion for all students, including members of 
minority groups and the economically dis- 
advantaged. All educators should be aware 
of and support efforts that recognize and 
offer educational opportunities to under- 
privileged students. 


The City University of New York has im- 
plemented two programs—College Discov- 
ery for community college students and 
SEEK (Search for Elevation, Education, and 
Knowledge) for senior college students— 
that provide specialized counseling, remedi- 
al instruction, and tutorial services enabling 
nearly 14,000 disadvantaged students a year 
to receive the benefits of a college educa- 
tion. 


Almost 100,000 students have participat- 
ed in the SEEK and College Discovery pro- 
grams since their inception 20 years ago, 
which the City University of New York is 
celebrating in a special ceremony on De- 
cember 11, 1986. The concept and innova- 
tive educational techniques employed by 
the SEEK and College Discovery programs 
have served as a forerunner and model for 
college remedial programs across our coun- 
try and for Federal programs under Title 
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-512, has 
designated December 11, 1986, as “Nation- 
al SEEK and College Discovery Day” and 
authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 11, 1986, as Na- 
tional SEEK and College Discovery Day. I 
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invite the Governors of every State, college 
presidents, alumni, graduate and under- 
graduate students, community leaders, 
school superintendents, educators, students, 
parents, and all Americans to observe this 
day with appropriate education activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of December, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:32 p.m., December 3, 1986] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on December 3. 


Year of the Reader, 1987 





Proclamation 5584. December 3, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


“To read well, that is to read true books 
in a true fashion, is a noble exercise,” wrote 
Thoreau. The ability to read and write ef- 
fectively is essential to the vitality of the 
mind and to success and accomplishment in 
every field of endeavor. Some with the abil- 
ity to read may seldom think of the bless- 
ings it bestows, but, sadly, those without it 
know the difficulty they have in leading 
fully satisfying lives. They are denied the 
joy, the knowledge, and the exposure to op- 
portunities that come through mastery of 
reading skills. They also lack a vital employ- 
ment skill in our increasingly information- 
rich society. 

During 1987, we will celebrate the Bicen- 
tennial of the United States Constitution, 
one of the greatest documents of Western 
civilization and democratic thought. Every 
American should be able to read this na- 
tional testament with full understanding. 
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That goal alone should mobilize us to make 
ours a fully literate Nation, because our his- 
tory demonstrates that literacy and real po- 
litical freedom go hand in hand. Our Na- 
tion’s heritage of liberty and self-govern- 
ment depends on a literate, informed citi- 
zenry. 

For these reasons and more, the ability 
and opportunity to read are of fundamental 
importance to everyone. The National 
Commission on Reading, the Librarian of 
Congress, and others have recently report- 
ed that an alarmingly large number of 
Americans are not able or motivated to 
read. The Center for the Book in the Li- 
brary of Congress also has noted the impor- 
tance of focusing national attention on the 
importance of reading and strengthening 
national and local efforts to give all Ameri- 
cans the beauty, the promise, and the gift of 
reading. 


The Congress, by Public Law 99-494, has 
designated 1987 as the “Year of the 
Reader” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this event. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the year of 1987 as the 
Year of the Reader, and I invite the Gover- 
nors of every State, employers, government 
officials, community leaders, librarians, 
members of the business community, pub- 
lishers, school superintendents, principals, 
educators, students, parents, and all Ameri- 
cans to observe this year with appropriate 
educational activities to recognize the im- 
portance of restoring reading to a place of 
preeminence in our personal lives and in 
the life of our Nation. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of December, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:33 p.m., December 3, 1986] 
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Women Entrepreneurs 





Remarks at a White House Briefing. 
December 3, 1986 





Thank you everyone, and let me say a 
special hello to an old friend and trusted 
adviser, the cochairman of the Republican 
National Committee, Betty Heitman. Betty 
will be retiring from the RNC, and I just 
want to thank her for a job well done, espe- 
cially for her efforts on behalf of women. 
And to all of you here today, welcome to 
the White House complex. I always feel a 
little funny saying that about the White 
House over there and this great big granite 
monster over here and calling it part of the 
White House. It ought to be the other way 
around. 

It’s a pleasure to see all of you, the repre- 
sentatives of America’s more than 3 million 
women entrepreneurs. We’re meeting at a 
time of unparalleled optimism in our coun- 
try—optimism about the future, optimism 
about the direction in which our nation is 
going, and optimism among all Americans 
about our own lives. 

I'm going to talk in a few minutes about 
our agenda for the next few years, but let 
me say here that if I have one message for 
you today, it’s this: that America has a great 
future ahead. We have a future of more 
opportunity, more growth. We have a 
future of a stronger America and a freer 
world. And that’s what we’re building 
toward, and this is what we can achieve. 
The last 6 years have been only the begin- 
ning. We’re just starting to climb to the 
mountaintop, where we can look out over 
the promise of our future. 

Now, it’d be easy to stand up here and 
take credit for starting America on that 
path—for the low inflation and the low in- 
terest rates and the creation of more new 
jobs in the last 4 years than Europe and 
Japan combined—but as I’ve said many 
times since our recovery began, the credit 
belongs not just to an administration, it be- 
longs to the American people. We trusted 
the American people, and they did the rest. 
I always have said mainly my philosophy 
about government has been, for many 
years, just get out of the way of the people, 
and they'll do the rest. I can’t think of any 


group of Americans that deserves more 
credit than the group I see in this room— 
America’s entrepreneurs, and in this case, 
entrepreneurs who happen to be women. 

You know better than most the impor- 
tance of entrepreneurship in national life. 
Since our recovery began, Americans have 
created millions of new jobs. Yet entrepre- 
neurs—men and women with businesses 
that are 5 years old or less and businesses 
that have 20 or fewer employees—have cre- 
ated even more jobs than that. In fact, if 
you took away the jobs that entrepreneur- 
ship created during the years of our admin- 
istration, we would have lost more than 3 
million jobs. So, whenever I get a letter 
from a young man or woman telling me 
that he or she has an idea for a service or a 
product, wants to take a chance and, yes, 
maybe win or lose, but still take the chance 
and work hard and start a business, I just 
can’t help saying to that young man or 
woman something I said in another context 
some time ago: “Go ahead, make my day.” 

But thanks to you, we’ve come far since 
the days of skyrocketing inflation and eco- 
nomic stagnation, when the once-powerful 
American economy was the weakling of the 
industrial world. Yes, we’re strong again, 
but our work isn’t done—far from it. We 
have an agenda for the next 2 years, an 
agenda for setting America on the path to 
even greater growth and greater opportuni- 
ty for a generation yet to come. Getting 
Federal spending under control is part of 
that agenda, and that means giving the 
President what 43 Governors in our nation 
have: a line-item veto. It means a balanced 
budget amendment to the Constitution. 
And it means that pulling a tax increase out 
of the hat is not going to be this year’s 
version of the big spender’s escape trick. 
There’s no way on God’s good darth that I 
will agree to an unraveling of what we’ve 
done with tax reform. Tax rates have come 
down, and they’re going to stay down. 

But that’s not all. We’ve taken giant steps 
toward making jobs grow faster by making 
exports grow faster. The dollar is down. 
We've been tough with unfair trading prac- 
tices around the world. And we’re moving 
to a new round of trade talks. But we’ve got 
to do more, and it must be a bipartisan 
effort. For 40 years, America has been the 
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leader in building the open world economy 
on which our peace and prosperity are 
built. That’s why today more than 10 mil- 
lion American jobs are tied to imports, ex- 
ports, or both. And foreign trade involves 
one-fifth of our economy. That’s compared 
to 12 percent when the Smoot-Hawley 
tariff shut down our international trade and 
sent us into the Great Depression. None of 
you here are old enough to remember that. 
[Laughter] Well, I don’t believe that either 
Democrats or Republicans want to return 
to those Depression days. It’s time not for 
new protectionism but for new cooperation 
for growing American exports in a growing 
world economy. 

Around the world, our agenda is one of 
peace and freedom. We cannot let recent 
events distract us from the cause of those 
brave fighters for freedom around the 
world. [Applause] Bless you. Yes, you just 
did make my day. [Laughter] Nothing that’s 
happened makes those causes any less just 
or vital to our country and all it stands for. 
And as we work for freedom, we must also 
work for peace. Some have been kind 
enough to say that Mr. Gorbachev and I 
made more progress towards eliminating 
nuclear ballistic missiles in 2 days in Iceland 
than our negotiators made in 2 years in 
Geneva. Well, that’s progress we intend to 
build on. And, yes, we do dream of the day 
when we can have a world free from nucle- 
ar terror, and nothing is more important in 
building toward that world than our strate- 
gic defense against ballistic missiles. Some 
have said we ought to scrap it. Well, I say 
strategic defense is our insurance policy for 
peace. We're going to continue research 
and development on our Strategic Defense 
Initiative. 

But let’s, if I could, turn for a moment to 
the revelations of the past week and to my 
announcement yesterday. As I said yester- 
day, much in this case is hard to under- 
stand, and all Americans are entitled to 
have their questions answered—you know 
I’m talking about Iran. That’s why I am 
determined to get to the bottom of this 
matter and to get all the facts out. 

Let me review for you what we’ve done. 
First, we went immediately before the 
public when we uncovered the kind of ac- 
tivity in question, and this included the At- 
torney General’s preliminary report. Now, 
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with my full support and encouragement, 
the Attorney General is asking the court to 
appoint an independent counsel—we used 
to call them prosecutors—so that any possi- 
ble wrongdoing will be revealed and pros- 
ecuted. Also unprecedented has been our 
cooperation with Congress. We’ve cooperat- 
ed fully with congressional inquiries, and 
we'll continue to cooperate. And I’ve en- 
dorsed the idea of consolidating congres- 
sional investigations, so that Congress can 
pursue its work even more effectively. I’ve 
also appointed a Special Review Board to 
investigate the activities of the National Se- 
curity Council staff. The men on this Board 
are distinguished Americans of absolute in- 
tegrity and have had experience in every 
area of the making of our foreign policy. I 
intend to make their recommendations and 
conclusions available to Congress and the 
public. Finally, as I announced yesterday 
I’ve asked Frank Carlucci to become the 
new Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs. Mr. Carlucci is a former 
Deputy Secretary of Defense, a former 
Deputy Director of the CIA, and a former 
Ambassador; and he is among our most dis- 
tinguished and experienced public servants. 

So, in short, the machinery is in place to 
seek answers to the questions that are being 
asked, to fix what needs fixing, and to re- 
store complete confidence to the conduct of 
our foreign policy. All of this we intend to 
do, and that is my pledge to you and to the 
American people. 

I'm saying this here because you, as a 
group, are so important to the future of our 
country and particularly to the growth that 
we all want for America’s future. In Amer- 
ica, since our recovery began, women have 
created one out of every four new business- 
es. In the past decade, the number of 
women-owned businesses in America has 
grown at an annual rate of more than 9 
percent, while the growth rate in sales has 
been three times that of businesses owned 
by men. And today more than 3 million 
businesses are owned by women, which is 
over a quarter of all the independent busi- 
nesses in the country, and that number is 
growing two times as fast as the number of 
businesses men own. You know, when you 
think of all that women entrepreneurs have 
meant to our country since the recovery 
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began, it just goes to show that when it 
comes to creating new jobs, new technol- 
ogies, and new businesses in America, a 
woman’s work is never done. [Laughter] 

Now, I know that some people dismiss all 
this and say that women have tended to 
stay in areas in which they traditionally had 
a role. Well, those who say that ought to 
take another look. Women-owned business- 
es are springing up fastest in fields where 
women are relative newcomers, fields like 
manufacturing, high tech, and finance. 
Many of you are examples of that. Fourteen 
years ago, Joyce Eddy was an antique 
dealer in Georgia, and today she’s no longer 
selling antiques. No, her company, Haber- 
sham Plantation, manufactures reproduc- 
tions of early American furniture and sells 
through more than 200 dealers throughout 
the country. Marjorie Balaz started only 10 
years ago. With a $7,000 investment she set 
up Balaz’s Analytical Laboratory in Moun- 
tain View, California. Her company has 
won an international clientele for its re- 
search in chemical processing of integrated 
circuits and has set industry standards for 
ultrapure water. The Balaz’s laboratory is a 
leader in the high technology field. And 
there are many other leaders here: Laura 
Sloate, whose New York investment and re- 
search firm has grown to manage more 
than $150 million. In the traditionally male- 
dominated world of finance, nothing can 
stop Laura Sloate—not that she’s a woman, 
and not. that she’s blind. 

Yes, all of you are leaders. All of you are 
helping America to grow and remain the 
land of opportunity for all. You know, I 
spent a large part of my life in a profession 
where there was no question about the 
equal status of women and men, and that’s 
the way I believe it should be in all lines of 
work. You’re helping to make that happen. 
You’re also—by building your companies— 
helping to keep the doors of opportunity 
open wide for everyone in our country and 
helping to lead America into the future. 

I have to interrupt and tell a little inci- 
dent. It isn’t a joke; it’s an actual happen- 
ing. And I enjoy telling it. As a matter of 
fact, I enjoy particularly telling it to audi- 
ences of men. But it has to do with an 
accident, a traffic accident, and the usual 
scene: a man stretched out on the pave- 
ment, unconscious. A woman was minister- 


ing over him, and the crowd had gathered 
around. And a man came and elbowed his 
way through the crowd, shoved the woman 
aside, and said, “I have had lessons in first 
aid.” And he started to minister, and she 
meekly stepped back and stood behind him 
while he went at putting into practice the 
things he’d learned in first aid. And then he 
came to one point; she tapped him on the 
shoulder and said, “When you get to that 
part about calling the doctor, I’m right 
here.” [Laughter] 

So, if you’re ever getting down, just think 
about that. So, let me just close by saying, 
for all Americans, thank you for all that 
you’re doing. Thank you, and God bless 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


Meeting With President Osacr Arias 
Sanchez of Costa Rica 





Remarks Following the Meeting. 
December 4, 1986 





President Reagan. It’s been a great pleas- 
ure to welcome President Arias and distin- 
guished members of his government here 
today. The good will evident in our meet- 
ings underscores the enduring bond be- 
tween our countries and between all peo- 
ples who cherish democracy and human 
freedom. 

Costa Rica and the United States stand 
together, foursquare in our commitment to 
democracy in this hemisphere. The progress 
we've witnessed in the Americas in recent 
years has indeed been heartening. It wasn’t 
that long ago when Costa Rica was Central 
America’s only democracy. Today we look 
with satisfaction at the impressive develop- 
ment of democratic institutions in Guate- 
mala, Honduras, and El Salvador. The de- 
spair of yeserday has been replaced, for 
the most part, by the promise of tomorrow. 

Yet over this fragile democratic promise 
looms the shadow of Communist dictator- 
ship in Nicaragua, where a totalitarian, ex- 
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pansionist regime violates the human rights 
of its people and threatens the peace and 
freedom of its neighbors. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of Nicaraguans have already fled the 
hunger, repression, and assassination in 
their own land, seeking safety in Costa Rica 
and Honduras. This challenge cannot be ig- 
nored without imperiling the peace, stabili- 
ty, and freedom in all of Central America. 

President Arias, you have earned the re- 
spect of free people everywhere with your 
courageous defense of the right of the Nica- 
raguan people to liberty. Despite threats, 
insults, and provocation, Mr. President, you 
have not shrunk from your firm stand 
against totalitarianism next door. As the 
leader of the region’s oldest and strongest 
democracy, your words have special signifi- 
cance and carry moral weight. As you’ve 
said: Democratization is the key to peace in 
Central America. 

Well, the United States agrees. Promoting 
and protecting democracy has the full back- 
ing of the Congress and the American 
people. The establishment of a Soviet 
beachhead on the mainland of the Ameri- 
cas, a base camp for terrorism and the sub- 
version of democracy, remains unaccept- 
able. 

There has been no deterioration of our 
commitment, no weakening of our resolve. 
Let there be no mistake, the free people of 
Central America will not be abandoned to 
Communist domination. Our support for 
freedom in your region, President Arias, re- 
mains unflinching. Costa Ricans and the 
other free people of Central America can 
have faith that they will not be abandoned 
in the face of this deadly threat to your 
security and freedom. Central America be- 
longs to the future, and the future is de- 
mocracy. 

Cooperation, friendship, and respect have 
been hallmarks of the U.S.-Costa Rican rela- 
tionship for many years. Our discussions 
today reaffirmed that our relations will con- 
tinue on a high note. The United States, as 
was made clear in today’s meetings, re- 
mains Costa Rica’s steadfast friend and ally. 

President Arias, I wish you a safe journey 
home, and I look forward to our next meet- 
ing and to the day when democracy reigns 
throughout Central America. 

Thank you. God bless you. 
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President Arias. Mr. President, I’m very 
pleased by this frank and sincere dialog. 
The discussion of political and econcmic 
problems, the solution of which affects both 
our countries, was constructive and encour- 
aging. For many years Costa Rica has been 
bordered on the north by oppression and 
violence. My country is not a party to the 
problems of Central America, but the prob- 
lems of Central America are part of our 
problems. 

We wish to keep Costa Rica out of Cen- 
tral American armed conflicts. We do not 
want violence to cross our borders. We 
hope that our brothers and sisters in the 
region can enjoy our peace. We think that 
only democracy can guarantee reconcilia- 
tion between peoples. Accordingly, we have 
proposed an alliance for freedom and de- 
mocracy. Only if we endeavor to enable our 
peoples to enjoy democracy, only if we en- 
courage the downfall of all tyrants equally, 
can we prevent threats to peace throughout 
the world from growing in the Americas. 

The challenge Costa Rica faces extends 
beyond the Central American problem. We 
aspire to higher levels of development. 
Only the absence of extreme poverty is a 
guarantee of peace and a shield against vio- 
lence. We wish to overcome the seed of 
political uncertainty and economic crisis by 
strengthening both our democracy and our 
economy. Today, more than ever, we must 
strive for general well-being and prevent 
the spread of poverty. Today, more than 
ever, we must reaffirm our faith in the 
roads to freedom. Today, more than ever, 
we must direct our sacrifices with a full 
sense of history. Today, more than ever, we 
need international solidarity and fair treat- 
ment in trade and finance, because we are 
the boundary between peace and war and 
between freedom and oppression. 

The democracy in which many American 
nations live today cannot be consolidated 
without economic development and social 
justice. Before any political or economic 
conditions can be imposed on the democra- 
cies of the Americas, there must be a com- 
mitment from the Western World to 
strengthen democracy in all our nations. In 
the Americas, peace must be democratic, 
pluralistic, tolerant, and free. While dogma- 
tism and intransigence persist and there is 
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no dialog, peace will be impossible. Work- 
ing together for democracy, freedom, and 
development is working together for peace. 
Mr. President, once again, I wish to tell 
you how pleased I am with the numerous 
areas of agreement in our talks. I leave con- 
vinced that this ongoing dialog between 
ourselves will help perpetrate the excellent 
friendship between our two countries. 


Thank you again, very much. 


Note: President Reagan spoke at 1:33 p.m. 
in the Rose Garden at the White House. 

Earlier, the two Presidents met in the 
Oval Office and then had lunch in the 
Roosevelt Room. 


Assistant to the President and Principal 
Deputy Press Secretary 





Exchange of Letters on the Resignation of 
Larry M. Speakes. December 4, 1986 





Dear Larry: 


It is with the deepest personal regret and 
gratitude for your service that I accept your 
resignation as Assistant to the President and 
Principal Deputy Press Secretary. 

Since our campaign in 1980, you have 
been a valued and trusted member of my 
senior staff. Under the most trying circum- 
stances, you stepped into one of the Nation’s 
most demanding jobs and have always been 
an articulate, honest and respected voice 
for our Administration. You are the longest 
serving Presidential spokesman since the re- 
spected Jim Hagerty and with nearly 2,000 
briefings behind you, you have a well-de- 
served international reputation for coolness 
under pressure, for professionalism, and ef- 
fectiveness at times of crisis and calm. 

It’s hard to imagine what it will be like 
around here without you. You will be 
missed and thought of often, and I am very 
pleased you have agreed to my request to 
be available from time to time. Please don’t 
stray too far from a telephone! Nancy joins 
in wishing you, Laura, and your family all of 
life’s blessings and in my hope that our 
paths will cross often in the years ahead. 


From one “great communicator” to an- 
other, thanks. 
Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


[The Honorable Larry M. Speakes, Assistant to 
the President and Principal Deputy Press Secre- 
tary, The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500] 





Dear Mr. President: 


I am today submitting my resignation as 
Assistant to the President and Principal 
Deputy Press Secretary. It has been a dis- 
tinct pleasure to serve as your chief spokes- 
man for six years. I will leave the White 
House February 1, 1987 when I join Merrill 
Lynch as Senior Vice President for Commu- 
nications. 

Mr. President, you have given me the 
opportunity to be part of a great and im- 
portant undertaking. Your leadership has 
made America once again safe, secure and 
economically sound. Americans are again 
proud to be Americans. From “A New Be- 
ginning,” you have led the Nation forward 
into an era of hope, promise and opportuni- 
ty. You have put an indelible stamp on our 
Nation’s history. 

To you and to Mrs. Reagan, my deepest 
appreciation and best wishes. I shall always 
be a member of the Reagan team. 


Best regards, I on 
Deputy Press Secretary 
to the President 


[The President, The White House, Washington, 
D.C. 20500] 


Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Drug Abuse Policy 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President on the 
Resignation of Carlton E. Turner. 
December 4, 1986 





The President has accepted with deep 
regret the resignation of Carlton E. Turner, 
Ph.D., as Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Drug Abuse Policy, effective December 
31, 1986. The President and Mrs. Reagan 
are grateful for Dr. Turner’s loyal service 
and his special contribution in the adminis- 
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tration’s crusade against drug abuse. Dr. 
Turner accompanied Mrs. Reagan on many 
of her trips to drug treatment centers, and 
he played a key role in the development of 
the administration’s policy against drug 
abuse. A successor to Dr. Turner will be 
named in the near future. 


Physician to the President 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President on the 
Resignation of T. Burton Smith. 
December 4, 1986 





The President has accepted with deep 
regret the resignation of T. Burton Smith, 
M.D., as Physician to the President, effec- 
tive at a date to be determined. Dr. Smith 
spoke with the President at Rancho del 
Cielo last week and informed him of his 
desire to return to California to attend to 
pending family business. The President is 
deeply grateful to Dr. Smith for his loyal 
and dedicated service and for the great per- 
sonal sacrifices he and Mrs. Smith made in 
moving to Washington. A successor to Dr. 
Smith will be named in the near future. 


Walt Disney Recognition Day, 1986 





Proclamation 5585. December 5, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


December 5, 1986, marks the eighty-fifth 
anniversary of the birth of Walt Disney. 
“Uncle Walt,” as he was affectionately 
known to his moviemaking colleagues in 
Hollywood, was just that to several genera- 
tions of American families: a warm, gener- 
ous uncle who sat us on his knee and told 
and retold us stories of comedy, imagina- 
tion, and adventure. He was a superb ani- 
mator, a technical wizard, an astute manag- 
er and businessman, but above all he was a 
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man who never lost touch with his child’s 
heart and sense of wonder. 

Walt Disney’s work and the countless 
characters he created or brought to the 
screen—Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck, and 
so many others—are known the world over. 
But if he is both legend and folk hero today, 
it wasn’t always clear that he was destined 
to achieve so much. Walter Elias Disney 
was born in Chicago in 1901. His family 
soon moved to Missouri, and he worked at a 
variety of jobs. He returned to Chicago in 
1917 and studied photography and art, but 
he never graduated from high school. After 
serving in World War I as a Red Cross am- 
bulance driver, he joined an advertising 
firm in Kansas City as an apprentice car- 
toonist. 

The real harbingers of his future success 
in this period, however, were the cartoons 
he produced in a makeshift studio he built 
for himself above his father’s garage. In 
1923 he went to Hollywood with $40 in 
savings and, with his brother Roy, converted 
another small garage into a studio and set 
to work. He put together two silent movies 
with a new cartoon character named 
Mickey Mouse, but he was unable to get 
them released commercially. With Steam- 
boat Willie in 1928—a sound film with Dis- 
ney’s artwork and his own voice for the 
diminutive hero’s—Mickey Mouse and Walt 
Disney had an instant hit, the first of many. 

Achievements and awards followed in 
droves. Disney won 30 Academy Awards. 
He produced the first full-length animated 
film, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, in 
1937; launched numerous technical innova- 
tions in sound and color; produced the first 
television series in color in 1961; found new 
and effective ways of combining live actors 
with cartoon characters in films like Song of 
the South and Mary Poppins; and every- 
where, in classic movies from Fantasia to 
The Jungle Book, he celebrated the power 
of delight through music. 

The standards of excellence Walt Disney 
upheld in animation extended to his later 
productions, from nature films to movie 
versions of ancient fables, tales of American 
heroes, and stories of youthful adventure. 
His love for technology and the future, his 
desire to entertain and educate, and his 
sense of childlike wonder led him to estab- 





lish two popular amusement parks, Disney- 
land and Disney World, which today draw 
visitors from around the globe. 

Walt Disney’s true drawing table was the 
imagination, his themes were virtues like 
courage and hope, and his audience was 
composed of young people—in years or at 
heart—who, through the creations of this 
American genius, found new ways to laugh, 
to cry, and to just plain appreciate the 
“simple bare necessities of life.” 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-391, has 
designated December 5, 1986, as “Walt 
Disney Recognition Day” and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim December 5, 1986, as Walt 
Disney Recognition Day. I call upon all 
Americans to recognize this very special 
day in the spirit in which Walt Disney en- 
tertained young and older Americans. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 5th day of December, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:08 p.m., December 5, 1986} 


Congressional Investigation Into the 
Arms Sales to Iran 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President on the President's 
Meeting With the Congressional 
Leadership. December 5, 1986 





The President met this afternoon with 
the bipartisan leadership of Congress. The 
President said he would consider the rec- 
ommendations of Senator Dole and others 
for a special session of Congress and was 
reserving judgment at this time. The Presi- 
dent told the leaders that it was important 
to expedite and consolidate the number of 
congressional inquiries being planned. He 
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stressed his commitment to cooperate with 
the Congress in the conduct of its investiga- 
tion and to get all the facts so that the issue 
could be put to rest. The congressional lead- 
ers discussed with the President their re- 
spective plans for how they intend to orga- 
nize their investigative committees. The 
meeting concluded with a brief discussion 
on the presentation of the fiscal year 1988 
budget and other matters to be considered 
in the initial weeks of the 100th Congress. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other — of pond 
interest announced by t ffice of t 
Press Secretary and not sooleded elsewhere 
in this issue. 





November 30 

The President returned to the White 
House following his visit to Rancho del 
Cielo, his ranch near Santa Barbara, CA, for 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 


December 1 
The President met at the White House 
with: ; 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Frank C. Carlucci, to discuss his possi- 
ble appointment as the President’s na- 
tional security adviser. 


December 2 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole, 
Senators Alan K. Simpson of Wyoming 
and Paul Laxalt of Nevada, House Mi- 
nority Leader Robert H. Michel, and 
Representatives Trent Lott of Mississip- 
pi and Dick Cheney of Wyoming, to 
discuss investigations into the arms sales 
to Iran and the role of the National 
Security Council in the conduct of for- 
eign policy; 
—the Domestic Policy Council, to discuss 
a report on the family and welfare 
reform. 
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December 3 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole, 
Senators Alan K. Simpson of Wyoming 
and Paul Laxalt of Nevada, House Mi- 
nority Leader Robert H. Michel, and 
Representatives Trent Lott of Mississip- 
pi, Dick Cheney of Wyoming, and Jack 
F. Kemp of New York, to discuss inves- 
tigations into the arms sales to Iran and 
the role of the National Security Coun- 
cil in the conduct of foreign policy; 
—the Cabinet, to discuss the 1987 
budget; 
—Secretary of State George P. Shultz. 


December 4 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Frank C. Carlucci, to discuss his role as 

the President’s newly appointed nation- 
al security adviser. 

The White House announced that the Ag- 
gregate Report on Personnel for fiscal year 
1986, prepared pursuant to title 3, United 
States Code, section 113, was transmitted to 
the Speaker of the House and the President 
of the Senate. 


December 5 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—a group of key Republican congress- 
men, to discuss investigations into the 
arms sales to Iran and the role of the 
National Security Council in the con- 
duct of foreign policy; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Soviet Minister of Foreign Trade Boris 
Aristov; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz; 

—the congressional leadership, to discuss 
congressional investigation of the arms 
sales to Iran and the role of the National 
Security Council in the conduct of for- 
eign policy. 

In the afternoon, the President left the 

White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Saturday, October 18, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
100th Congress will convene on January 6, 
1987. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released December 1 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on a meeting with the Presi- 
dent on the President’s Special Review 
Board for the National Security Council—by 
Senator John Tower, Secretary Edmund 
Muskie, and Gen. Brent Scowcroft 


Released December 2 


Statement: 

Composite index of leading economic indi- 
cators for October—by Albert R. Brashear, 
Deputy Press Secretary for Domestic Affairs 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on a meeting with the Presi- 
dent on the investigations into the arms sales 
to Iran and the role of the National Security 
Council in the conduct of foreign policy— 
by Senators Robert Dole of Kansas and Alan 
K. Simpson of Wyoming and Representa- 
tives Robert Michel of Illinois, Trent Lott of 
Mississippi, and Dick Cheney of Wyoming 


Released December 4 


Transcript: 

Press briefing by Frank C. Carlucci on his 
appointment as Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 




















Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 








Checklist—Continued 
Acts Approved 
Released December 5 by the President 
Statement: Note: The President completed his consider- 


Unemployment rate for November—by ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
Larry M. Speakes, Principal Deputy Press during the second session of the 99th Con- 
Secretary to the President gress on November 17. 
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